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Music Fundamentals

	Essential Understanding: Music is written following an established format and conventions that transcend time and location.

	Content Standard:

1. Read and notate music


	Essential Question: How can written music be notated and read?

	

	Learning Goals: Students will: 

	Know the parts of the Grand Staff

	Know location and types of clefs

	Know essential notation (note shapes, rest symbols)

	Know what a key signature is and where it is located 

	Be able to determine the key signature of a piece

	Be able to determine the time signature of a piece

	Be able to notate music using blank manuscript paper and pencil

	Identify the pitch range of the staff by labeling pitches by their correct designated name (ex g1, c2, BB)


	Suggested Strategies
	· Practice making symbols by hand on blank manuscript paper (ie penmanship class in 3rd grade)

· Fill in blank music keyboard with correct note names (ie c1 d1 e1 . . .c2   d2    e2   etc)

· Copy a piece of prewritten published music by hand

	Suggested Assessments
	· Assess hand written document for accuracy, neatness and completeness

	Suggested Resources
	· Any published professionally printed music selection

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· n/a

	Content Vocabulary
	· Staff, grand staff, note head, stem, flag, pitch, bass clef, treble clef, 

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Produce quality work


Ear Training

	Essential Understanding: Music is written following an established format and conventions that transcend time and location.

	Content Standard:

1. Sing alone and with others


	Essential Questions: Why is it necessary to be able to sing intervals and melodies. Why is it important to be able to transcribe single note melodies by keyboard dictation?

	

	Learning Goals: Students will:

	Be able to sing melodies by utilizing solfeggio syllables

	Be able to sing intervals M2, M3, P4, P5, M6 M7, and P8

	Be able to transcribe keyboard dictated melodies

	Be able to identify intervals and minor scale form through keyboard dictation


	Suggested Strategies
	· Daily class work in singing scales and sight reading melodies using solfeggio syllables. Daily classwork using keyboard piano dictation.

	Suggested Assessments
	· Students will sing for the instructor one at a time to demonstrate solfeggio proficiency. Students will have periodic keyboard dictation quizzes and tests.

	Suggested Resources
	· Melodia   by  Samuel W. Cole and Leo R. Lewis

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· www.teoria.com

	Content Vocabulary
	· Do,di, re, ri mi, fa, fi sol, si, la, li, ti do    Do, ti, te, la ,le, sol, se, fa, mi, me, re, ra, do, intervals, melodic/harmonic, pure minor, chromatic

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Produce quality work


Note: This unit is ongoing throughout the semester.

Intervals

	Essential Understanding: Music is written following an established format and conventions that transcend time and location.

	Content Standards:

1. Read and notate music 

2. Sing alone and with others

	

	Essential Question: What are the basic rules of interval construction?

	

	Learning Goals: Students will:

	Know the basic principles of intervals: major, minor, diminished, augmented, perfect

	Be able to identify intervals when played or sung: major, minor, diminished, augmented, perfect

	Be able to construct intervals from the bottom note up

	Be able to construct intervals from the top note down


	Suggested Strategies
	· Study interval by half step increments

· Study intervals by analyzing major key (tonic-supertonic; tonic-mediant; tonic to sub-dominant, etc)

· Interval construction worksheets 

· Solfege sing intervals

· Learn to sing intervals by using famous melodies as a guide (ie. “Twinkle, twinkle” P5 – “Here Comes the Bride”  P4)

	Suggested Assessments
	· Test on Interval construction (written and auditory)

· Solfege Sing given interval

	Suggested Resources
	· Innovative Learning Designs

· Alfred CD ROM (In midi lab)

· http://www.teoria.com/ 

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· CD ROM (Alfred )

· http://www.teoria.com/ 

	Content Vocabulary
	· Half step, whole step, minor, major, diminished, augmented, quantative, qualitative

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	·  Produce quality work


Construction of Major and Minor Scales

	Essential Understanding: Music is written following an established format and conventions that transcend time and location.

	Content Standards:

1. Read and notate music 

2. Sing alone and with others

	

	Essential Questions: How are major and minor scales constructed? What is the relationship between the major and the relative minor scale?

	

	Learning Goals: Students will: 

	Be able to construct all major scales. by using a WWHWWWH sequence of intervals

	Be able to construct minor scales by locating the relative minor (major 6th from the tonic). 

	Be able to construct all minor scale forms (pure, harmonic and melodic) by starting with the pure minor scale and altering as necessary.

	Be able to use the Finale 2009 music notation software program.

	Be able to notate all major and relative minor scales using a specified template 

	Be able to identify degree step of major scale – tonic, supertonic, mediant, etc.


	Suggested Strategies
	· Study of intervals

· Study of basic keyboard knowledge

· Study the formula for major scale

· Study the variations of pure, harmonic, melodic minor forms

	Suggested Assessments
	· Written test on construction of major and minor scales

· Keyboard performance test on all major and minor forms

· Auditory recognition of all forms of major and minor sclaes

	Suggested Resources
	· Alfred Music Theory CD Rom

· www.teoria.com

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· Students will learn to construct all scales with finale 2009 notation program

	Content Vocabulary
	· Half step, whole step, relative minor, parallel minor, major, harmonic minor, pure minor, melodic minor, parallel minor, tonic, supertonic, mediant, sub dominant, dominant, sub mediant, leading tone.

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Produce quality work


Circle of Fifths

	Essential Understanding: Music is written following an established format and conventions that transcend time and location.

	Content Standard:

1. Read and notate music

	

	Essential Question: How does the Circle of Fifths help to establish key signatures

	

	Learning Goals: Students will:

	Be able to construct the Circle of Fifths in order to process how key signatures are created

	Be able to play various songs on the keyboard utilizing solfeggio symbols and key signature knowledge

	Be able to perform all major and minor scale forms utilizing key signature knowledge


	Suggested Strategies
	· Build the Circle of Fifths with class on white board

· Study order of Sharps and Flats

· Add Relative Minor Keys to Circle of Fifths

· Contest of two teams picking task (i.e. play a D major scale) out of hat

	Suggested Assessments
	· Test on being able to Construct Circle of Fifths

· Test on key signature construction and identification 

· Test on performing transposed simple melodies on keyboard based on key signature knowledge

	Suggested Resources
	· Innovative Learning Design

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· N/A 

	Content Vocabulary
	· Sharps, flats, perfect 5th, order of sharps, order of flats 

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Produce quality work


Chords

	Essential Understanding: Music is written following an established format and conventions that transcend time and location.

	Content Standard:

1. Read and notate music

	

	Essential Questions: Why do we used 3rd’s to build chords?  Why don’t we use any given pitch’s enharmonic equivalent in any given chord?

	

	Learning Goals: Students will:

	Be able to construct the following chords from any given pitch: Major, minor, diminished, augmented, Major 7th, minor 7th, half diminished 7th, full diminished 7th, minor- Major 7th, dominant 7th

	Be able to recognize by sound the following triads; Major, minor, diminished, Augmented

	Be able to recognize modern lead sheet chord symbols (ie. CD7, d-7)

	Be able to use the circle of fifths to construct a chord chart showing all the chords studied in this unit  (C Maj, cmin, c dim, C aug, C Maj 7  . . . the   G Maj, g min, g dim, g Aug, G Maj 7) 


	Suggested Strategies
	· Starting with intervals – demonstrate the relationship between the root, 3rd and 5th for Major, minor, diminished, augmented triads

· Build full 7th chords based on knowledge of triad construction

· Have students hand write all chords using circle of fifths as starting note tonic (series of homework assignments and class work)

· Have students play any give triad or chord on the keyboard

	Suggested Assessments
	· Written test on chord construction and chord recognition

· Performance test on keyboard – students will play any given chord

· Play test – Instructor plays various triads on the keyboard for students to identify

	Suggested Resources
	· www.teoria.com
· Elementary Harmony  by Robert W. Ottman

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· Utilizing Finale 2009 students will create a chord chart (tonics based on the circle of fifths) 

	Content Vocabulary
	· interval, triad, chord, arpeggio, major, minor, diminished, augmented, major seventh, minor seventh, half-diminished seventh, diminished seventh, min-maj seventh, dominant seventh 

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Produce quality work

· Collaborate and cooperate


Modes

	Essential Understanding: Music is written following an established format and conventions that transcend time and location.

	Content Standards:

1. Read and notate music     

2. Compose and arrange music within specific guidelines

	

	Essential Question: How and where are modes used in both ancient and modern music?

	

	Learning Goals: Students will:

	Know how modes were used by the church and ancient Greeks to vary the mood of music and guide the development of the human spirit

	Be able to construct all seven modes: ionian, dorian, phrigian, lydian, mixolydian, aeolian, locrian

	Be able to identify a mode based on knowledge of the circle of fifths and key signatures

	Be able to play any mode

	Be able to compose a dorian melody and harmonize.

	Be able to use Cakewalk PRO 9 midi recording software


	Suggested Strategies
	· Introduction of modes based on the key of C Major

· Build on Introduction by demonstrating construction of modes in various keys

· Mode worksheets (homework and class work)

· Have students individually perform a given mode on the keyboard

	Suggested Assessments
	· Written Test

· Keyboard performance test

	Suggested Resources
	· Teoria.com

· Elementary Harmony   by Robert W. Ottman

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· Utilizing Finale notation software and Cakewalk MIDI recording program students will compose an eight measure dorian meoldy and harmonize an accompaniment.

	Content Vocabulary
	· ionian, dorian, phrygian. lydian, mixolydian, Aeolian, locrian

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Produce quality work


Rhythm

	Essential Understanding: Music is written following an established format and conventions that transcend time and location.

	Content Standard:

1. Read and notate music


	Essential Questions How do the time signature and meter of a composition affect the style, mood and feel of music?

	

	Learning Goals: Students will:

	Know what rhythm is in music

	Know the rules of time signature

	Understand the principles of time signatures, meter, (duple, triple and compound)

	Be able to read various rhythms (clapping and counting) – using the rules of time signature.

	Be able to notate rhythm using the rules of time signatures

	Be able to notate rhythms that are performed by instructor


	Suggested Strategies
	· Clapping and counting simple rhythms. Rhythm worksheets . Snaking rhythm exercises.

	Suggested Assessments
	· Fill in blank-missing rhythm test. Rhythm dictation given by instructor

	Suggested Resources
	· Innovative Learning Designs 

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· Alfred CD Rom Theory Course

	Content Vocabulary
	· Quarter note, half eighth note, sixteenth note, thirty-second note, whole note, triplets, syncopation, dotted rhythm, time signature, compound meter 

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Produce quality work


Chord Analysis

	Essential Understanding: Music is written following an established format and conventions that transcend time and location.

	Content Standard:

1. Read and notate music


	Essential Questions: How do primary chords function in a piece of music? What role do secondary chords play in the harmonic structure of a musical composition?

	

	Learning Goals: Students will:

	Understand how primary and secondary chords function in a piece of music

	Be able to identify chords based on scale degree and inversion

	Be able to analyze a 4 part chorale in any given major key signature using Roman numerals and figured bass numerals to identify chord inversions

	Be able to identify non-chord tones (passing tones, neighboring tones, suspensions, and appogitura. 

	Be able to identify secondary dominant chords and how they function in the chord progression.

	Be able to identify various cadences (perfect authentic, plagal . . . . etc)

	Be able to play on the keyboard I-IV-I-V-I chord progression in every major key 


	Suggested Strategies
	· Review key signatures

· Teach students how triads can be built over every step of a give major scale

· Teach students how to construct a chord matrix based on the given key making sure to include the V7 chord.

· Teach students how to identify basic chords and their inversions using 4 part chorals

	Suggested Assessments
	· Quizzes and Test

	Suggested Resources
	· Elementary Harmony by Robert W. Ottman

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· www.teoria.com

	Content Vocabulary
	· Primary chords, secondary chords, dominant chords, secondary dominant, inversion, figured bass, paaing tone, neighboring tones, suspension, appogitura, cadence, perfect authentic, imperfect authentic, authentic half, perfect plagal, imperfect plagal, plagal half, deceptive.

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Produce quality work


Four- Part Chorale Writing

	Essential Understanding: Music is written following an established format and conventions that transcend time and location.

	Content Standard:

1. Compose and arrangemusic within specified guidelines


	Essential Questions: What are essential components of a chord progression that give it structure and continuity? What are the five basic rules of four part chorale writing. How do substitution chords function in a chord progression?

	

	Learning Goals: Students will:

	Be able to to construct a simple 12 bar chord progression.

	Know the five basic rules of four-part chorale writing

	Be able to harmonize a chord progression into a 4 part chorale utilizing the five basic rules of 4 part chorale writing

	Understand parallel 5ths and octaves

	Know the four types of voice motion – Parallel, Contrary, Oblique, and Similar

	Know the rules for resolution of V7-I progression (resolving the tri-tone in contrary motion)


	Suggested Strategies
	· Study chord progressions from other chorales

	Suggested Assessments
	· Homework, quizzes and tests

	Suggested Resources
	· Elementary Harmony by Robert W. Ottman

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· Compose chorales on Finale 2009 and use MIDI playback for self assessment of musical arrangement

	Content Vocabulary
	· Contrary motion, oblique motion, parallel motion, similar motion, tri tone resolution, voice leading, closed position chord, open position chord.

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Produce quality work
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